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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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FM AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1221 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

CONFIDENTIAL ALEXANDRIA 0965 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, EG 
SUBJECT: COPTIC DISQUIET 

REF: A. ALEXANDRIA 0960, B) CAIRO 14757 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . IN CONVERSATION EVENING OF 6 SEPTEMBER 1977, DPO GIVEN FOL- 
LOWING BACKGROUND ON COPTIC ATTITUDES BY MEMBERS OF ONE OF 
ALEXANDRIA'S MOST PROMINENT COPTIC FAMILIES. 

2. COPTS AS AN ENTITY CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE MUCH MORE AGGRESSIVE 
POLITICALLY IN THE FUTURE FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIVE REASONS, THE 
MILITANTELY SOURCE S CHOICE OF WORDS - OF POPE SHANUDA, THE 
MORE PERMISSIVE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE TODAY IN EGYPT AND EVEN THE 
FAINT GLIMMER OF POLITICAL LEVERAGE THEY PERCEIVE IN PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. FOREMOST AMONG THESE, IN SOURCE'S 
OPINION, IS POPE SHANUDA WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS NOT HAVING BEEN 
CONDITIONED TO PASSIVITY BY A LIFETIME IN A MONASTERY LIKE HIS 
PREDECESSORS BUT IS AN AGGRESSIVE POLITICAL ACTIVIST WHO IS CAPABLE 
OF RALLYING THE COPTIC COMMUNITY AROUND HIM. 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, THE TIMING OF 
SHANUDA'S EFFORTS IS GREATLY FACILITATED BY THE GENUINE ALARM IN 
THE COPTIC COMMUNITY OVER THE RIGHT WING MUSLIM RADICALS - TAKFIR, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE BROTHERHOOD, ETC. - AS WELL AS LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS SUCH AS 
DESCRIBED IN CAIRO REFTEL. TO QUOTE THE SOURCE "WE HAVE BEEN 
TAKING THIS STUFF FOR TOO LONG." 

4. ALTHOUGH SOURCE WAS NOT SPECIFIC AS TO PRECISE TACTICS COPTIC 
LEADERSHIP INTENDS TO EMPLOY, GENERAL IMPRESSION WAS THEY WOULD BE 
ALONG LINES OF THOE DESCRIBED IN CAIRO REFTEL, ACTIVE POLITICAL 
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LOBBYING AND APPEALING TO OUTSIDE SENTIMENTS. 
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